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LUTTERWORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  Year  1937. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  present  my  thirty-sixth  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  of  your  District. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (in  acres)  .  46,701 

Population  Census,  1921  10,198 

"  "  1931  10,682 

Estimated  population,  1937  10,510 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1937)  ...  3,143 

Rateable  Value  (approximate)  .  £43,277 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (approximate)  £168 


Social  Conditions. 

The  District  is  essentially  agricultural,  most  of  the  land 
being  grazed.  On  the  industrial  side,  there  are  Hosiery 
Factories  at  Broughton  Astley,  Arnesby  and  Lutterworth,  and 
also  Iron  Foundries  at  the  last  named.  There  is  an  Agricultural 
Implement  Factory  at  North  Kilworth  and  a  brick  works  at 
Broughton  Astley. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Births,  legitimate  M.  93  F.  56  Total 

M  illegitimate  ”  3  M  5  M 

Total:-  96  61 

Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

"  M  (for  England  &  Wales)  . 

Stillbirths  .  8  (all  legitimate) 
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Deaths  .  M.  67  F.  82  Total  -  149 

Crude  Death  Rate  .  14*1 

Comparative  ,r  "  (allowing  for  sex  and  age 

distribution)  11-7 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  .  12*4 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  -  7  (all  legitimate) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  births  ...  44 

M  M  M  for  England  and  Wales  ...  58 


Causes  of  Death 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  Causes  . 

Diphtheria . . 

Influenza  . 

Respiratory  tuberculosis 
Other  tuberculosis 
Cancer,  malignant  disease 

Diabetes  . 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc. 

Heart  Disease  . 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Bronchitis  . 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 
Other  digestive  diseases 

Nephritis  . 

Puerperal  sepsis 
Other  puerperal  causes 
Congenital  causes  ... 

Senility  . 

Suicide  . 

Other  violence 
Other  defined  causes 
Ill-defined  causes 


Males, 

67 

5 
1 
2 
8 
3 

6 
8 
3 
7 
6 
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Females , 

82 

1 

2 

2 


16 

5 

23 
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3 

3 


2 

8 

1 

7 


2 


I 


- 


' 


I , . 


♦ 


' 1  V  i  t 


•  .  ■ 


- 


, ;  .  i 

* 


4 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

The  particulars  furnished  in  previous  Annual  Reports  are 
substantially  applicable,  no  special  alterations  or  developments 
having  taken  place  during  the  year. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority;- 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  for  the  Leicestershire 
and  Rutland  Combined  Districts. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  also  Sanitary  Surveyor  for 
the  District,  devotes  the  whole  of  his  time  to  his  official 
duties. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water : - 

The  Ullesthorpe  water  scheme  is  satisfactory,  most  of  the 
properties  in  Ullesthorpe  having  been  connected  to  the  main, 
while  Claybrooke  houses  are  now  being  connected. 

There  has  been  a  shortage  in  some  of  the  wells  at  Broughton 
Astley ,  a  parish  to  which  we  are  hoping  for  an  extension  of  the 
Leicester  Corporation’s  mains.  At  Lutterworth  it  has  been 
decided  to  augment  the  present  supply  by  a  scheme  for  utilizing 
Misterton  water.  The  Public  Inquiry  has  been  held  and  tenders 
are  being  invited. 

During  the  year  18  samples  of  well-water  were  analysed, 

13  being  contaminated.  Two  wells  were  closed,  eight  were 
cleansed  and  repaired  and  in  93  instances  the  public  supply  was 
laid  on  in  lieu  of  well  water. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage: - 

The  disposal  plant  at  the  Lutterworth  sewage  farm  has 
continued  to  yield  a  satisfactory  effluent. 

No  important  sewer  extensions  have  been  completed  during 
the  year.  At  Broughton  Astley  the  necessity  for  a  sewerage 
scheme  as  well  as  a  public  water  supply  is  becoming  increasingly 
evident. 

Seven  cesspools  were  abolished  during  the  year. 
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Closet  Accommodation; - 


Approx.  No.  In  Districts  (lo  Privies  132 

(2)  Pail  Closets  1,414 

(3)  Water  Closets  1,116 

Pails,  privies  or  ) 

earth  closets  )  Wo*  converted  to  W.C’s  9 


Privies  converted  to  pail  or  earth  closets  8 

Scavenging; - 

The  removal  of  refuse  and  night-soil  in  Lutterworth  is 
done  by  direct  labour  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary 
Surveyor.  Seventeen  villages  are  now  scavenged  weekly  by 
contract. 

In  this  connection  I  consistently  advise  that  the  Ministry’s 
Instructions  as  to  Controlled  Tipping  should  be  adhered  to. 

This  is  now  done  at  Lutterworth  and  to  a  great  extent  at  nine 
other  refuse  tips.  A  scheme  for  the  centralisation  of 
Scavenging  by  direct  labour  has  been  prepared  for  the  Council's 
consideration. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


Total 

number 

of  complains  received  during 

the  year 

56 

n 

n 

premises  visited  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

543 

u 

tt 

defects  or  nuisances  discovered  ... 

127 

u 

ti 

notices  served  -  Formal 

Nil 

Informal 

56 

56 

The  Formal  notices  were  all  Demolition  Orders. 

Total  number  of  defects  remedied  after  service  of 

notices  56 

"  summonses  issued  .  Nil 

Details  of  Sanitary  Inspection  are  included  under  the 
various  headings. 

Smoke  Abatement; - 

Complaints  as  to  nuisance  from  the  Brick  and  Tile  Company’s 
works  at  Broughton  As t ley,  ceased  after  abatement. 


Premises,  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by  Bye-Laws 
and  Regulations; - 

There  are  no  common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  District  and 
there  are  no  Canal  Boats.  There  are  two  Offensive  Trades  -  a 
tripe-dresser’s  and  a  fell-monger’s.  Twenty-one  inspections 
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■yyere  made  and  no  serious  contraventions  were  found.  Two  vans 
have  "been  inspected  and  found  satisfactory„  Six  inspections 
are  recorded. 


Eradication  of  Bed-bugs ; - 

Pour  Council  Houses  and  seven  other  houses  were  found  to 
be  infested  and  were  fumigated,, 

I  would  urge  the  Council  to  employ  experts  for  fumigating 
with  Cyanide  the  infested  belongings  of  any  persons  moving  into 
Council  Houses.  Nothing  short  of  Cyanide  will  ensure  against 
infestation. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools: - 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths.  There  are  three  at 
private  residences. 


HOUSING, 

1 .  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year : - 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts)  ...  . . .  123 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  241 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (l)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  44 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  109 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub¬ 
head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  58 

2 •  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
formal  Notices: - 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  44 

3 •  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year : - 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices :- 

(a)  By  owners  ...  .  ...  Nil 

(b )  By  local  authority  in  default  of 

owners  Nil 
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B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  •  •  • 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  . 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of 

owners 


Nil 


Nil 

Nil 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  • •• 


4.  Housing  Act.  1935.  Overcrowding. 

A.  (l)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of 

year 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ... 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ... 


14 

14 

96^ 


B.  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  • * •  • • • 

C.  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  • • •  • • •  • • • 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 


D.  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
Local  Authority  had  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  • • •  • • • 


Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year:- 

By  Local  Authority  .  5^ 

By  other  bodies  or  persons  ....  15 

The  Council  is  building  a  further  66  houses  in  order  to 

accommodate  displaced  persons  and  to  abate  overcrowding. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD., 

^^*The  Sanitary  Inspector  submits  the  following  particulars 


Retailers 


Producers 


No.  on  Register  ...  •  •  •  •  ■  • 

No.  of  inspections  of  premises 
No.  of  contraventions  found  ... 
No.  of  contraventions  remedied 

No.  on  Register  . 

No.  of  premises  found  to  require :- 

1.  Cleansing  . 

2.  Structural  alterations  ... 


91 

236 

12 

12 

275 


23 

11 
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The  cleansing  was  duly  completed  in  every  instance  and 
structural  defects  were  rectified* 

In  the  supervision  of  cleanliness  48  samples  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination.  These  were  returned  as  ’good* 
37;  ’fair’  7;  ’moderate’  2;  and  ’bad'  2.  78  per  cent  were 

Good.  Bad,  i.e.  dirty  samples,  are  followed  up  until  satisfac¬ 
tory  results  are  obtained. 

There  are  about  3,000  milch  cows  in  the  District. 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order.  1923. 

No  new  licenses  were  granted. 


Meat : - 

Public  abattoirs  in  the  District  .  None. 

Private  Slaughter  Houses 

No.  in  Jan.  1937.  No.  in  Dec.  1937. 


Registered  ... 

•  •  •  •  • 

14 

14 

Licensed  ... 

•  •  •  •  • 

7 

7 

General  condition 

of  slaughter 

houses  . , . 

. . .  Pair 

No.  of  inspections 

of  premises 

•  •  • 

...  543 

No.  of  inspections  of  meat  at  time  of  slaughter  543 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED . 


Cattle 

including 

cows. 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs . 

Pigs. 

Total 

Weight. 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

450 

63 

3,500 

1,235 

— 

Number  inspected 

318 

40 

2,700 

980 

- 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected 
with  deasease  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

2 

11 

9 

15 

22 

17 

5 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

3 

4 

— 

13 

21 

5 

. 

2 

All  the  above  diseased  meat  was  surrendered  voluntarily. 


Meat  Stalls:  No.  of  inspections  ...  34 

Meat  Shops, Stores  etc.No.  of  inspections  ...  187 
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Other  Foods: - 

68  inspections  are  recorded. 

The  Bakehouses  are  regularly  inspected  and  are  very  well  kept. 


prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  infectious  disease. 

The  notified  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  as  follows :- 

Admitted  to 


Disease. 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Erysipelas 
Pneumonia 
Puerperal  Fever 


Cases  Notified. 

8 

2 

2 

1 


Hospital. 


2 


Deaths. 


9 


Two  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  came  under  observation. 
The  patients  who  were  treated  at  home  recovered  with  vision 


unimpaired. 


Scarlet  Fever;-  The  cases  were  distributed  as  follows :- 

Lutterworth  2  Broughton  Astley  1 

South  Kilworth  3  Shearsby  1 

Catthorpe  1 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  following  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year:- 


Age  Periods. 

New 

Cases 

Deaths . 

Respi¬ 

ratory. 

Non-res- 

piratory. 

Respi¬ 

ratory. 

Non-res- 

piratory. 

M. 

F, 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M, 

F. 

Under 

1  yr.  of  age 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1 

&  under  5  yrs. 

- 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

5 

ir 

tt  io  it 

- 

— 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

tt 

tt  15  n 

- 

- 

— 

2 

- 

— 

— 

- 

15 

m 

ii  20  ii 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

20 

it 

»  25  « 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

<- 

- 

25 

it 

ii  35  i* 

2 

2 

1 

- 

— 

2 

1 

— 

35 

it 

it  45  tt 

2 

1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

1 

— 

45 

it 

it  55  '» 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

— 

- 

55 

it 

ii  65  ,r 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

65 

and  upwards 

- 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Totals : - 

6 

6 
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One  of  the  non-respiratory  cases  had  not  been  previously 
notified. 


One  of  the  deaths  occurred  at  the  County  Sanatorium. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  nor  was  any  action  necessary 
under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925. 


The  following  examinations  were  made  at  the  County  Council’s 


laboratory 

Sputa  for  tubercle  "bacilli  ...  . 

Urine  ”  "  ,!  ... 

”  (general  and  "bacteriological)  . 

Milk  examinations  (bacteriological)  . 

Swa"bs  for  Diphtheria  . 

Sewage  and  Water  analyses  . 

Miscellaneous  . 

Total 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

1.  Inspection: - 

Factories  Inspections 

(including  Factory  Laundries)  Written  notices 


19 

1 

3 

199 

3 

3 

6 

234 


25 

2 


Workshops  Inspections  18 

(including  Wsp.  Laundries)  Written  notices  3 

Workplaces  Inspections  16 

(other  than  Outworkers’  premises)Written  notices  _ 3 

Inspections  59 

Total : - 

Written  notices  8 


2. 


Defects  found: - 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts:- 


Want  of  cleanliness 
Other  nuisances 

Total: - 


Referred  to 

Found.  Remedied.  H.M.  Inspector. 

7  7 

11 

8  8 


No  instances  of  outwork  on  unsuitable  premises  have  come 
under  observation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E ,  O’CONNOR,  M.D. ,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

13th  May,  1938. 


Kirby  Muxloe. 
Leicester. 
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